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Fragments of Californian Ethnology: 'A
MIortuary Ceremony and other Matters,' Dr.
C. Eart Merriam; 'Human Illusions,' A. R.
Spofford. At the closing meeting for the
year, obituary notices of deceased members
were read as follows:

Dr. Washing,ton MIatthews, by Jamiies Mooney.
Dr. Swan MI. Burnett, by Dr. D. S. Lamb.
Col. Weston Flint, by J. D. McGuire.
Mrs. Hannah L. Bartlett, by Mrs. 'Marianna P.

Seaman.
MIr. S. H. Kauffmann, by Professor W. H.

Holmes.
Mr. W. H. Pulsifer, by the general secretary.

The society proceeded to the election of
officers, with the following results:
Presidenit-Mr. J. D. McGuire.
Vice-presidents- ( a, soimatology), Dr. A.

Hrdlicka; (b, psychology), Dr. J. Walter Fewkes;
(c, esthetology), Professor W. H. Holmes; (d,
technology), Dr. Walter Hough; (e, sociology),
Mr. James Mooney; (f, philology), 'Mr. J. N. B.
Hewett; (g, sophiology), Miss Alice C. Fleteher.

General Secretary-Dr. Walter Hough.
Secretary to the Board of Managers-Dr. John

R. Swanton.
Treasurer-Ir. George C. ZMaynard.
Curator-Mrs. -Marianna P. Seamani.
Councilors-F. W. Hodge, J. R. Swanton, J. W.

Fewkes, I. M. Casanowiez, Paul Beckwith, J. B.
Nichols, T. N. B. Hewett, James MIooney, XV. E.
Safford and Mrs. Sarah S. James.

WALTER HlOUIrH,
General Secretary.

THE AMERICAN CHEMIICAL SOCIETY. NEW YORK
SECTION.

THE eighth regular meeting of the New
York Section was held Friday evening, May
11, at the Chemists' Club, Dr. F. D. Dodge
presiding. The following papers were read:

The Insoluble Chromi-Cyanides: F. V. D.
CRUSER and E. H. MFILLER.
The paper reviews the work done many

years ago on the chromi-cyanides, gives an
improved method for the preparationi of potas-
sium chromi-cyanide and describes the prop-
erties and analysis of this salt. The only in-
soluble chromi-cyanides are those of silver,
cadmium, mercurous mercury, nickel, cobalt,
cupric and cuprous copper, zinc, manganese
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and ferrous iron. These precipitates were
found to have the normial composition whether
Cr(CN)6 or cathion was in excess.
The Dissociation of WVater Vapor anid Carbon
Dioxide at High Temperatures: IRVING
LANGM UIR.
It is slhown that, when carboni dioxide

or steam is passed slowly over glowing plati-
nium wires, these gases are dissociated to an
extent corresponding to the true chemical
equilibrium at the temperature of the wire.
The degree of dissociation was determined
with considerable accuracy for temperatures
ranging from 1,0000 to 1,3000, and was found
to agree closely with the van't Hoff formula.
The temperature was determined from the
change of electric resistance of the glowing
wire, the temperature coefficient having been
determined in an electric furnace.
The Condensation of 4-Nitro Acetanthranit

with Diamines: WV. KCLABER and AM. T.
BOGERT.
4-niitro acetanthranil can be prepared rap-

idly anid readily, in any desired amnounit, from
o-toluidine. It was conjdensed with hydrazine
hydrate, ethylene diamine hydrate, and with
guaiiidine. With hydrazine, both amino
quinazoline and diquinazolyl were obtained.
With ethylene diamine and guaniidine, various
quinazolines and iintermediate amides were
isolated.
The Synthesis of 6-Nitro-2-Methyl-4-Ketodi-

hydroquinazolines from 5-N7itro Acetan-
thranril: E. P. COOK and Al. T. BoGERT.
The authors prepared 5-nitro acetan thranil

from o-nitro acetanthranilic acid, and, by con-
denising this anthranil with variouls amines,
obtainied the 6-nitro-2-methyl-4-ketodihydro--
quiiiazoline, together with its 3-methyl, 3-
ethyl, 3-pheiiyl and 3-amino derivatives, as
well as the diquinazolyl corresponding to the,
latter. Both the amino quinazoline and thee
(liquiinazolyl carry acetic acid of erystalliza-
tion.
On the Alkcyl Oxygen Ethers of Alpha Oxy-

quinazolines and the Isomeric 3-(N)-Alleyl
Derivatives of the Corresponding Alpha
Quinazolons: H. A. SEIL and Al. T. BOGERT.
On treating various alpha oxyquinazolines
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SCIENCE.

with alkali and methyl iodide, the N-methyl
derivative resulted in every case. With ethyl
iodide, both 0- and N-derivatives were ob-
tained, while with the higher iodides the 0-
compound was the chief product. The pure
N-alkyl compounlds were prepared from the
aeyl anthranils, and the pure 0-compounds
from the corresponding chlorine derivatives
and sodium alcholates. A large number of
isomers were prepared and examined, both of
nitrated anid unnitrated quinazolines.

F. 11. POUGH,
Secretary.

THE TORREY BOTANICAL CLUB.

TIlE meeting of May 8, 1906, was held at
the American MIuseum of Natural History
at 8 P.M., with President Rusby in the chair.
The scientific program was ani illustrated

lecture by Dr. Grace E. Cooley on 'Forestry.'
The leeture considered the relation of for-

ests and forest products to man, aind the
consequent importance of an intelligent coin-
prehension of the principles and economnic
bearings of forestry. The nature of various
important species of trees was treated of from
the standpoint of silviculture, treating the tree
as an individual plant; forestry, considering
tree groups, or forests; physiography, discus-
sing the relation of trees to the landscape and
physiographic processes, and also from the
point of view of economics and esthetics. The
historical development of the U. S. Bureau of
Forestry was briefly traced from the early be-
ginning when a few in-terested per§ons met
regularly at the home of Mr. Gifford Pinchot
for discussion and instruction until the pres-
ent organization of the national forest service.
Forestry in other countries was also alluded
to, and its long recognition and advanced
stage of perfection abroad, standing in con-
trast to its rather tardy development in the
UTnited States.

C. STUART GAGER,
Secretary.

THE CALIFORNIA BRANTCII OF THE AMERICAN
FOLK-LORE SOCIETY.

THE eighth meeting of the California
Branch of the American Folk-Lore Society
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was held at Cloyne Court, Berkeley, Tuesday,
April 17, 1906, at 8 P.MI. MIr. Charles Keeler
presided. The minutes of the last meeting
were read and approved. Dr. J. W. Hudson,
having been approved by the council, was
elected to membership in the society. On
motion, Charles Keeler, A. H. Allen and P.
E. Goddard, previously appointed by the
Berkeley Folk-Lore Club as a committee to
report on the feasibility of making a special
study of the folk-lore of Berkeley ancd vicin-
ity, were elected to represent the California
Branch and to secure the cooperation of the
two societies in the undertaking. A report
reviewing the work of the society during the
first year of its activity, which closed with
this meeting, was read by the secretary. Dr.
H. du R. Phelan, captain U. S. Volunteers,
gave the address of the evening on ' The
Peoples of the Philippine Islands,' based on
a sojourn of several years in different parts
of the archipelago and illustrated with numer-
ous ethnological specimens. At its conclusion
Dr. Phelan's talk was discussed by the mem-
bers. The acting president thereupon an-
nounced the conclusion of the first year of the
society's existence and the meeting was ad-
journed. Forty-five persons attenlded the
meeting.

A. L. KROEBER,
Secretary.

DISCUSSION ANYD CORRESPONDENCE.
FACTS AN-D THEORIES IN EVOLUTION.

WITH reference to the writings of Weis-
mann, I wrote in 1896,1 that he has constantly
mixed up the origin of species and variations,
and the origin of adaptive characters. This
holds good also at the present time, and may
be said of other writers. The confusion is
partly due to Darwiin's phrase: origin of spe-
cies, which was intended to include the whole
process of evolution; but we nmust bear in
mind that the latter is composed of several
distinct processes.

In a recent article in SCIEN-CE,' Dr. F. Way-
land Vaughan gives a review of de Vries's

' Pr. Am. Philos. Soc., 35, 1896, p. 191.
2 SCIENCE, May 4, 1906, p. 081.
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